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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – August 6, 2018 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 

occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:02 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Linda Hunt, 
Jane Johnson, Miguel Picanco and Beverly Bernard.  
 
ABSENT  
Bob Goodrich, Roberta Visser 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Jeff Littleton from Moosewood Ecological LLC, resident Theresa DiLuzio, and Code Enforcement Officer Mike 
Jasmin 
 
MINUTES 

o Minutes of July 2, 2018 were considered. Motion by Hunt to approve the Minutes of July 2, 2018. There 
was a second by Bernard. All were in favor except Johnson and Picanco who abstained. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
There was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mount Caesar Forest Management Plan Draft 
Smith noted the plan was quite extensive. Smith asked for a response as a committee. He passed out printouts of 
the recommendations and discussion was held about the benefits of the plan, for example controlling invasive 
plants. Smith explained that he was hoping that revenue would arise from management of the forest to pay for 
the recommended actions. There was a discussion about how some of the recommendations would be paid for. 
The commission agreed that the management objectives and actions are good ones and the Town should move 
ahead with the plan. 
 
Natural Resources Inventory 
Revisions that were asked of Littleton by the group at a previous meeting were discussed. Littleton asked for tax 
map references for missing lands. Bernard volunteered to ask the Chair of the Rail Trail Advisory Committee if 
they have shapefile (GIS) for the Cheshire and Ashuelot rail trails because the members decided that it would be a 
benefit to having the rail trails on the conservation map. 
 
Littleton suggested adding additional color for current use lands added to conservation lands map. Discussion was 
held about the positive and negative impacts of including current use land. 
 

Motion was made by Johnson to not include Current Use lands in maps. There was a second to the 
motion by Hunt and no further discussion. Four were in favor and there one abstained. Motion passed. 
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Littleton noted that Henry Underwood with the SWRPC has revised our zoning map and we can make a large 
mylar overlay from Henry’s map. Littleton said the final mapping is planned for October. The schedule is on target 
for now.  
 
Smith asked about an explanation for the maps so that folks can understand the legends and Littleton said there 
will be chapters in the narrative that explain map detail. There was a discussion about having a presentation with 
the Board of Selectmen. There will be a presentation for the public in October. Johnson suggested a presentation 
at the Planning Board meeting on October 11, 2018 6 pm at Whitcomb Hall. 
 
From the minutes of March 5, 2018: 
“Invoices will be sent monthly. 
 Motion was made by Picanco to approve the expenditure of $6,500 for a Phase I of Natural Resources 
Inventory by Jeff Littleton, Principal Ecologist with Moosewood Ecological LLC. There was a second by Johnson and 
all were in favor. Motion passed.” 
 

Scope of Work Invoiced May 4, 2018 Estimated Cost for Project 

Task II – Review Existing Information $390 $520 

Task III – GIS Maps & Data 
Refinement 

$2,080 $2,600 

 Invoiced June 4, 2018  

Task I – Community Forum $325 $780 

Task II – Review Existing Information $130 See above 

Task III – GIS Maps & Data 
Refinement 

$500 See above 

 Invoiced August 6, 2018  

Task III GIS Maps & Data 
Refinement 

$360 See above 

Task IV Report $397.50 $2,080 

 
From the minutes of June 4, 2018: 
 

“There was a motion by Bernard to approve payment of Invoice of June 4, 2018 from Moosewood 
Ecological, LLC in the amount of $955.00 for a portion of Phase I of Natural Resources Inventory. There 
was a second to the motion by Goodrich and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Balance remaining for invoicing completion of Phase I is $3,075.00 as of June 6, 2018.” 
 
The members received a new invoice from Littleton on August 6, 2018 in the amount of $757.50. 
 

Motion was made by Hunt to approve payment of invoice of August 6, 2018 $757.50 from Moosewood 
Ecological, LLC in the amount of $757.50 for a portion of Phase I of Natural Resources Inventory. There 
was a second by Picanco. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Balance remaining for invoicing completion of Phase I $2,317.50 
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Littleton left the meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Canyon Springs/Edon Tap Estates Update 
Smith provided an update regarding the number of extensions given to this developer. It is has been over a year 
since the initial application was made for an Alteration of Terrain permit. NH DES Gloria Andrews, P.E., said an 
additional month extension was given to the developer to August 31, 2019. There was a discussion about getting 
state level action so that there are deadlines for DES actions. 
 
DiLuzio left the meeting. 
 
Local Garden Club Activities 
Bernard reported that she finally was able to reach someone at the Garden Club and explain what the 
Conservation Commission would like to do. The individual said she would speak to the club at the next meeting 
and get back to Bernard. Bernard reported she has the address now and will be sending out the check. 
 
From the minutes of 7/2/2018: 

Visser moved to donate $50.00 to Old Homestead Garden Club, second by Hunt, and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Bernard is planning to get a check from the Finance Office and send it to the club along with a thank you note in 
appreciation of the work they do for the town, and ask for a butterfly bed. 
 
Conservation Land Stewardship Program Monitoring Status 
Picanco has submitted the reports for 2017, but he won’t be in a position to do the monitoring for 2018, which is 
needed to be completed before the end of December. Smith suggested hiring someone to walk the land and do 
the reports. Honey Hill and Mt. Cresson are the only ones needed to be done. Smith will provide a package to 
Bruce Bohannon outlining the actions needed for monitoring and offering him $100 per property to walk the 
property and submit the reports. Johnson suggested Samantha Tomer, a young person who received a 
Conservation Commission scholarship, also be invited to be part of the walk the boundaries. It was suggested late 
September or early October.  
 
Ballou Restoration Status 
Smith said they have not yet asked for the money we have already approved. Smith suggest that the members 
who can make it visit the property right after the next meeting, tentatively scheduled for September meeting. 
Smith will contact David Patrick. Hunt reminded Smith they have to provide an invoice and a tax ID in order to be 
funded. 
 
Schedule September meeting 
The members agreed to meet on Tuesday the 4th of September at Town Hall. 
 
Swanzey Lake Easement boundaries/restoration 
Smith summarized the situation. Mike Jasmin updated the group as well. The State wants a fence but Jasmin said 
a fence is too expensive. Surveyor John Bridges is being hired to create a visual line. Jasmin said the Town will 
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need a Shoreland permit to do any work to move the problem boulders which are encroaching on the State of 
New Hampshire easement. 
 
REPORTS 
Planning & Economic Development Director 
Smith passed out copies of the press release announcing the hiring of a new Director. 
 
Expenditure Report 
Smith passed out the report, spending thus far is $10,843.20. 
    
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion to adjourn by Hunt with a second from Johnson. All were in favor. Adjournment occurred at 
5:55 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


